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High-performance lithium-ion technology from Linde Material Handling soon to be used by BLG LOGISTICS 
[bookmark: _Hlk535840085]Linde Material Handling receives large-scale order for lithium-ion trucks

Aschaffenburg, 23 January 2019 - Logistics specialist Linde Material Handling will deliver several hundred industrial trucks to BLG LOGISTICS – a renowned, internationally operating logistics service provider headquartered in Bremen, Germany. Almost a third of these trucks are pallet stackers equipped with energy-efficient lithium-ion batteries.

Maximum delivery reliability is the be-all and end-all in the automotive supply industry. That is because entire production chains at car manufacturers depend on the dependable supply of parts. The BLG Group ensures that everything arrives in the right place at the right time. Its Bremen logistics center for automotive parts stocks a wide range of vehicle components such as sheet metal parts, side wings and small components and ships them from Bremerhaven to all the world. 

The industrial trucks used there must offer high availability in intensive multi-shift operation. With the electric vehicles used previously, this not only necessitated changing the lead-acid batteries on a daily basis – in addition, a large battery pool had to be kept available that took up a considerable amount of space. Having to drive to the central replacement area cost operators valuable time – as did the battery change itself. Moreover, expenses for battery service and maintenance generated ongoing costs.

In the company’s most recent tender, the BLG fleet managers were therefore looking for potential savings – and found them in Linde Material Handling’s lithium-ion technology, a complete system comprising vehicle, battery and charger. The availability of trucks can be significantly increased by regular intermediate charging of the lithium-ion batteries, which eliminates the need for battery changes. In addition, the energy yield is up to 30 percent better than that of lead-acid batteries. Instead of a central replacement area, in the future there will be decentralized chargers near the workstations. Thus, even short breaks can be put to good use for supplying the trucks with fresh energy. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Another advantage of Linde Material Handling's comprehensive lithium-ion solution is that not only the battery as an individual component, but also the entire system consisting of truck, battery and charger carries the CE mark of quality. Safety is also ensured by a so-called multi-level safety system, which applies at cell, module and battery level. At the same time, the intelligent battery management system ensures optimal use of the energy storage unit and prevents damage caused by overpressure, overheating and overcharging or deep discharge.

Linde Material Handling GmbH
Linde Material Handling GmbH, a KION Group company, is a leading global manufacturer of forklift trucks and warehouse trucks, and a solutions and service provider for intralogistics. With a sales and service network that spans more than 100 countries, the company is represented in all major regions around the world. In the 2017 financial year, the Linde MH EMEA Operating Unit (Europe, Middle East, Africa) recorded a total revenue of roughly EUR 3.1 billion, with approximately 11,000 employees worldwide. Global sales of Linde trucks amounted to over 124,000 in 2017.
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